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The Body (Church but not the Building) of Christ!
From the Desk

Of

Stan Almendro

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Healing (Lecture 5)
Now that we have come a long way and over the past weeks studied the “Five Fold Ministries” and “The Fruit of the Spirit” we are going to focus on the DYNAMICS of THE ENGINE room of The Kingdom of God and that is “The Gifts of the Holy Spirit”. The Five Fold Ministries is The “GLUE” that keeps the CHURCH together, The Fruit of the Spirit is the “ADORNMENT” of the Kingdom of God and these two aspects are vital and can never be overstated. However we need the ENGINE (POWER) of the vehicle and that is “The Gifts of the Holy Spirit” Receiving a GIFT is not a sign of Holiness or Maturity and IS from God to be for the benefit of Believers and those OUTSIDE the Church. Just as it is dangerous to give a little child a deadly weapon so too is it dangerous to RECEIVE the GIFTS from God if we do not grow in “The FRUIT of the Spirit and the Five Fold Ministries should challenge us in this realm on a regular basis.
You might ask what these gifts of the Spirit are. How can you know that you have particular gifts of the Spirit? Can others give us an indication of what our gift is? What does the believer do with these gifts in the church? Are some gifts more important than others? Are the gifts of healing still being accessed today by believers? Is the gift of miracles still existent in the church today? And this can be asked of ALL the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Well are they or are they not DYNAMIC in the Modern Church?
The Word of God records that each and every believer has been given by the indwelling of the Spirit of God, gifts of the Spirit (Acts 2:38).  In Acts chapter 8 and in 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 we see external gifts of the Holy Spirit. They were not gifts that they have been developed by human capacities, therefore the believer has absolutely no right to brag on these gifts. If we exalt in our gifts, we are taking credit for something that we have not earned ourselves. It is like taking credit for a gift you receive on your birthday. It is just that; a gift that was not yours but given to your freely and it is given apart from any inherent capabilities that you have within you. It is not like changing the old hymn from How Great Thou Art to How Great I Am.

Let us say at the outset that we dare NOT claim ownership of any of the Gifts (Ministry; Gift or Fruit of the Spirit). Anything God chooses to bestow upon or work in us (Typically the Fruit of the Spirit) us is for the purpose to serve one another and MUST be to the Glory of God.
Our God besides creating the vastness of all that exists on earth and in the HEAVENS also created people. He then draws people to Himself through Jesus and while the work of salvation and forgiveness of sins is immediate (Do not forget however that He that endures to the end shall be saved) the Fruit of the Spirit is a Process of God at work in us. The Gifts are however bestowed at Gods Divine Will to work his purpose in the Church and in the receiver of the Gift.
The Nine Gifts of The Holy Spirit can be divided into three groups and the GROUPS are”

1. Vocal

· Tongues(Done)
· Interpretation(Done)
· Prophecy (Done)
2. Miraculous

· Healing

· Miracles

· Faith

3. Revelation

· Word of Knowledge

· Word of Wisdom

· Discerning of Spirits

If Preachers take their CALLING lightly and do not wait on God for an ANOINTED WORD from God it develops shallow relationships with God and each other. If there is NO interaction then we will also find NO growth in Character. The lack of the Gifts operating in the Church of God also means we live helpless and hopeless lives resorting to earthly Materialistic things as POOR substitutes to meet the NEEDS in our own lives and of those who do not KNOW God. |The Ministry (Five Fold) when preached not only encourages and helps people to grow in CHARACTER but it allows signs and wonders to follow the PREACHING. No MIRACLES, SIGNS and WONDERS could mean that the TRUE word of God is not being preached and substitutes are the order of the day
Let us HUNGER after the Word of God to be taught and the LOVE of GOD be spread in us and give the Holy Spirit free sway to work in us HIS WORD, HIS FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT and the DYNAMICS OF THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
We will focus on a Gift per study and this study will focus on ‘Healing”

1 Corinthians 14

Having completed the three Vocal Gifts (Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues and Prophecy) we move on to the NEXT category which is the “Miraculous” gifts and these are Healing, Miracles and Faith

The First of the Miraculous Gifts that we will study is “Healing”

“To another faith by the same Spirit, to another gift of healing by that one Spirit,”
1 Corinthians 12:9
Aside from tongues, the gift of healing is probably the Gift that generates the most controversy today. It is so0 easy not to believe in the accounts of healing in the Bible. One can forgive those who are more than a little skeptical of accounts of modern-day miraculous healings. The products of televangelists who had more to sell than they had to give are issues that make it difficult to help people believe that God IS THE HEALER and as He did when Jesus walked the earth even so today He wants to a, does and will Heal the Sick.  My personal feelings on the matter is VERY clear as I (have been Healed of Asthma and also been INSTRUMENTAL in prayer for the sick who have been healed. My study of the Bible and because I’ve experienced the gift of healing first-hand I find it WONDERFUL to know that My God Heals.
The MODERN day Showmanship is Off-Putting and REAL men of God operate and are moved by the Spirit of God in a DIFFERENT way which when done MUST focus the attention on Hi (God)

God created material as well as immaterial, corporal as well as spiritual.  He not only gave us eternal souls, but He also gave us physical bodies.  As Christians, we sometimes neglect the importance of our physical health as we focus on nourishing our spiritual selves.  The Bible is clear that we must care for both aspects of ourselves – physical as well as spiritual.  For one thing, our bodies are creations of Almighty God.  To disrespect His creation is to indirectly disrespect our Creator.  

1 Corinthians 6:13 tells us our bodies are “for the Lord.”  In verse 15 of the same chapter, Paul says, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?”  Later, in verses 19 and 20, he said, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.”  If our bodies were not important, why then would Jesus have healed so many?  The answer, scripturally, is that our bodies are important.  Just as Jesus offered his body as a sacrifice for our sins, Paul told us in Romans 12:1 to “offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God…” 

Since we’ve established that our bodies are important, it follows that the health of our bodies is also important.  That is one reason why Jesus performed so many healings.  That’s one reason why Paul also performed many healings.  That’s why healing is listed among the gifts of the Spirit.  That’s also why James wrote:  “Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed,” (James 5:14-16).

Why do some reject this form of healing today?  Some are intimidated by the possibility that their prayers for healing will go unanswered.  Others have had their hopes raised for a miraculous healing, only to have them dashed.  This can be quite troublesome to some people.  The fact is that no matter who anoints, no matter who does the laying on of hands, no matter who offers up the prayer, only God heals.  In His infinite wisdom, He sometimes chooses to not heal someone in this way.  While this may seem terribly unfair to some people, we must remember that His ways are higher than our ways.  He has a purpose for everything, even if we don’t understand it.  Someday we will.  I know some people who have had their lives, their spiritual lives, shaped by a physical affliction.  A physical healing may not yield the most positive results in every case.  But we must not shy away from interceding in prayer for the afflicted, just because God’s answer might be “no.”

Another stumbling block can revolve around the issues of sin and faith.  Some misinterpret the passage from James as meaning that physical ailments are the result of sin.  They fail to heed the modifier “if.”  “IF he has sinned,” should not be misconstrued.  The passage does not indicate that physical illness is always (or even usually) a consequence of a sin.

My wife and I once knew a guy we’ll call “Bud.”  Bud had a relatively minor case of Down’s syndrome, but it wasn’t very obvious.  Bud had some people lay hands on him and prayed for his healing.  
When God did not intervene and perform a healing miracle with Bud, these people accused Bud of lacking faith.  While faith does play a role in healing, these people went over the edge.  Their behavior suggested that by offering a prayer of healing, God was obligated to heal Bud.  Divine healing is a mercy that God extends as He wills – it is not an inherent right.  As sinners, none of us truly deserves to be divinely healed of our physical afflictions.  When Bud’s healing did not come, these people, who were convinced of the solidity of their own faith in offering the prayer, cast the blame on Bud for not having enough faith to receive the healing.  This attitude that God is somehow obliged to heal us upon demand is arrogance in a most destructive form.
Faith does play a role, or at least faith in some form is mentioned in most instances of healing in the New Testament.  On occasion, the faith of the person being healed was a factor (Matthew 9:22).  At other times, the faith of a friend or family member contributed (Matthew 15:28; Mark 2:5, 11).  The faith of the person who prays for the healing figures into the equation (Mark 9:17-24, James 5:15).  The important thing to remember is that God wants us to be well, and it is in His will whether He intervenes to perform a healing.

So what of the gift of healing?  The Bible speaks of no such thing.  Before you send me an email, let me explain.  The Bible does not refer to “THE gift of healing.”  Rather, “gifts” is mentioned in plural form, and without the definitive “the.”  This may suggest, as I believe it does, that healing is a transient or occasional gift.  In other words (and with full apologies to “faith healers”), healing is a gift that can be exercised by any person, according to the will of the Holy Spirit.  This gift is not necessarily permanent or 100% successful with any one person.  Even Paul, who healed many, was unable to heal Epaphroditis (Philippians 2:25-30).  Scripturally, it appears that only Jesus was able to heal every time. Jesus NEVER healed the MANY MANY ill, Cripple and Blind and for some reason He healed people at random. He also did NOT get CAUGHT up in the claiming Healing as a GIFT of His.
James exhorts us to call on gifts of healing pray for the sick and infirm.  We must pray expectantly and with faith, but we must not pray presumptuously and arrogantly.  God can use us to perform miraculous healings, but this will only happen according to His will and timing, not ours.  I have heard of cancer that goes into remission subsequent to prayers for healing.  I have experienced healing from less serious maladies after having hands laid on me and prayers offered for my healing.  Even medical journals are recognizing that miraculous healings do occur among people of faith.  Gifts of healing present us with the awesome opportunity to share in the rich healing mercies of our Lord.  Be faithful in exercising these gifts, and know that God’s purposes will be done.
A DANGER TO AVOID IS TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE HOW AND WHEN OF ANY OF THE WORKING”S OF GOD. HE (GOD) IS THE ULTIMATE DECIDER OF WHAT HAPPENS WHEN. HE COULD, TO MAKE THINGS EASIER, ELIMINATE SICKNESS, PAIN, SUFFERING, POVERTY AND WHATEVER ELSE PLAGUES HIS CREATION. HE EDOES NOT DO THIS HENCE WE ARE TAUGHT TO LIVE DAILY BY FAITH NEVER FORGETTING THAT “OUR TIMES ARE IN HIS HANDS”


We read in the Word of God “That EVERYTHING that happens to us happens to others also and that HE will make a way of escape “BY HELPING US TO BEAR IT”
Dear Student do not SIT down at a place of DOUBT or NOT UNDERSTANDIHNG because your WALK with God is ONGOING and His Will and plans become clearer as we ARE HELD CLOSE TO HIS SWEET WILL
We trust that you will desire the FULNESS of God which is the “FRUIT of the SPIRIT” and The GIFTS of the HOLY SPIRIT. If it be so God might let you have the Gift of one of the Five Fold Ministries.

God Bless (Stan Almendro
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